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Overview / Workshop Purpose + Guiding Questions

● Provide a second opportunity to share progress 
on the development of the Master Plan
○ Did we accurately capture your feedback?

● Dive deeper into the community’s vision for 
Midtown 
○ In the future, what will it feel like to move 

to/from/within Midtown? Do you envision 
yourself working and living in Midtown? What 
new experiences do you hope to have in 
Midtown?

● Understand community priorities for future 
design elements and focus in Midtown
○ Where do you want to see focus of change in 

Midtown? What are the characteristics of that 
space?



Overview / What We Heard So Far

“Most people travel by 
car. I'd be really 

nervous having my kid 
walking around.”

“I'm a senior. Finding 
an affordable 

apartment that doesn't 
exceed 35% of my 

income…so I can make 
allowance for utilities, 

inflation for food.” 

“Everywhere it is a free 
or low cost barrier to 
gather communally.” 

“There's so many funny 
little strip malls. The 

one that has Odd Pitch 
in it could be really cool 

if it had a community 
center.”

“I like bike trails in my 
community. I like going 
to Splash in Midtown 

because it's fun.?

“No matter who you 
are, how old you are, 

what your abilities and 
capacity are, you can 
navigate with ease 

and feel like you have 
a place.” 

On opportunities and challenges in Midtown…

On a future vision for Midtown…

“Lots of affordable 
housing with 

multigenerational 
families of all colors 

and abilities.”



Overview / What We Heard So Far: Housing

Community Input

● Housing affordability and ownership 
opportunities are top priorities for residents 

● The community want more diversity and 
choices of housing 

● Residents want more mixed-use buildings 
with commercial on the ground-floor and 
residential on the top floors

Existing Conditions

● Demand for housing has exceeded 
supply–which has increased home prices

● In the past decade, home prices have 
increased far beyond household incomes

● Zoning regulations limit development 
potential and additional housing to be built



Overview / What We Heard So Far: Mobility

Existing Conditions

● ~80% of Midtown residents drive alone or 
carpool to work

● Most crashes involving pedestrians or 
bicyclists occurred on Russell St, Brooks St, 
Reserve St, Mount Ave, and South Ave

● Mountain Line stops with the highest 
ridership are on South Ave, Johnson St, 
Brooks St, and at Southgate Mall

Community Input

● “Malfunction Junction” and Brooks St work 
well for drivers, but no one else

● Midtown needs a complete sidewalk and 
bikeway network

● There is great potential to activate and 
improve connectivity to the Bitterroot Trail



Context and Future Vision



Context / Spatial Context



Context / Séliš-Ql̓ispé Confederated Tribes

Timeline displayed at Beartracks Bridge



Context / Recent Development



PublicIndustrialCommercialResidential¼ + ½ mile radius

Context / General Development Patterns



➔ Fine-grain parcelling 

➔ Fine-grain block grid

➔ Walkable 

➔ Commercial integration along major corridors
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Context / Grid Block Development



➔ Rectangular blocks bifurcated by Brooks St

➔ Triangular blocks at varied scales

➔ Parking lots dominate

➔ Little to no vegetation0’ 500’ 1000’
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Context / Brooks Street Development



➔ Curvilinear edges driven by parking lots and roundabouts 

➔ Parking lots dominate

➔ Other commercial developments engage street edges

➔ Influenced by commercial grid, Brooks St, and railroad0’ 500’ 1000’
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Context / Southgate Mall Development



Context / Neighborhoods
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Future Vision / Project Charter Vision Statement

We will build a Midtown that is…

…an authentically vibrant, inclusive, and fun part of 
Missoula, with a high quality of life and a distinct quality of 
place. Future development in Midtown will lead with 
equitable solutions to provide a mixed-use district that 
provides prime opportunities for living, learning, doing 
business, and outdoor recreation across all income levels.

Midtown will have a strong core with vibrant activity hubs 
and public places for community gathering, surrounded by 
diverse, inclusive, and complete residential 
neighborhoods.  Destinations and neighborhoods 
throughout Midtown will be safe and convenient to 
navigate by any form of transportation, especially by 
active and public transportation modes. 



Future Vision / Project Charter Goals

● Define the future identity of Midtown as expressed by those 
who live in, work in, and utilize Midtown.

● Build upon existing successes in Midtown through 
community placemaking opportunities.

● Preserve and enhance natural spaces, the Bitterroot Trail 
and other trail networks, and recreation sites

● Support safer connections for multimodal travel
● Provide affordable places to live and do business in 

Midtown through equitable development.
● Provide predictability to encourage private investment. 
● Respond to economic realities and develop flexible 

solutions.



Draft Framework



Draft Framework / Aerial Photo



Draft Framework / Transportation
DRAFT



Draft Framework / Character Areas
DRAFT



Draft Framework / Natural+Open Space
DRAFT



Draft Framework / Gateways
DRAFT



Draft Framework / Destinations
DRAFT



Draft Framework / Connectivity
DRAFT



Draft Framework / Composite Framework
DRAFT



Draft Framework / Categories

Conceptual Framework:
● Areas to Live and Work

○ Land Use and Scale 
○ Housing 
○ Business and Economic Development

● A Mobility Network for All
○ The Bitterroot Trail 
○ Major Corridors 
○ Key Connections 
○ Supporting Street Network 
○ Parking  

● Streets and Trails as the Heart of 
Public Space
○ The Bitterroot Trail
○ Regional Destinations 
○ Neighborhood Parks 

The Project Compass will inform Framework Categories for the Concepts.



Draft Plan Concepts



Plan Concepts / Guiding Questions

What do you like about the draft concepts for 
Midtown?

What do you dislike?

What do you think is missing?



Plan Concepts / Summary 
DRAFT

Concept 1: Southgate Triangle Center Concept 2: Brooks Backbone

Concept 3:  Russell / South Center Concept 4: Bitterroot Backbone



Plan Concepts / Concept 1: Southgate Triangle Center
DRAFT

Mixed Use Core Change 
Area
● Largely commercial + 

residential 
● Med/High Density 

(5-6 stories)
● Create street 

presence/frontage 
along Brooks

Commercial Corridor 
(from strip to blvd.) 
● Commercial 
● Largely 2 story 

development 
● Create street 

presence/frontage 
along Brooks

Rose Park Transformation Area
● Largely employment, manufacturing
● Neighborhood oriented (highly local) 
● 3-4 stories 
● Create street presence/frontage along 

Brooks
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Plan Concepts / Concept 2: Brooks Backbone
DRAFT

Small Scale Suburban 
Transition Area
● Commercial and Mixed 

Use (< 4 stories)
● Car-oriented
● Retail and services 

(national chains)
● Gateway Transition from 

suburban to urban

Large Scale Urban Corridor
● Commercial and mixed use residential
● 5-6 stories
● Regional retail services, civic uses
● Walkable
● Community and visitor gathering spaces

Rose Park Center
● Mixed use 

commercial 
and residential

● 3-4 stories
● Small scale 
● Semi-urban/lo

cal services
● Crafty
● Walkable
● Neighborhood 

gathering 
spaces

Bitterroot is a connected seam but also a divider
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Plan Concepts / Concept 3: Russell / South Center
DRAFT

Urban Core
● Mixed use Commercial, 

Retail and Services
● 5-6 stories
● Walkable
● Affordable housing and TOD

Bitterroot
● Revitalized frontage to 

fore and F2F 
neighborhood

Franklin to the Fort Center
● 4-5 stories
● Mixed Use residential
● Affordable housing

Festival Street

Rose Park Center
● Mixed Use 

employment, 
business

● Resi allowed
● < 4 stories

Revitalized Fairground Destination
● Civic and community gathering

Russell / South Center
● Iconic intersection
● People friendly
● Love of Midtown
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Plan Concepts / Concept 4: Bitterroot Backbone
DRAFT

Core Change 
Area
● Mixed Use 
● 5-6 stories 
● Residential 

infill around 
mall 

Urban Mixed Use 
● Mixed use 

commercial/residential
● 4-5 stories
● Affordable housing and TOD 

development

Urban Mixed Use 
● 4-5 Stories
● Focus on affordable 
● Local business and community 

gathering
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Plan Concepts / Summary 
DRAFT

Concept 1: Southgate Triangle Center Concept 2: Brooks Backbone

Concept 3:  Russell / South Center Concept 4: Bitterroot Backbone



Tables are organized by the three broad categories of the plan framework:

Plan Alternatives / Small-Group Exercise

Areas to Live 
and Work

● Land Use and 
Scale 

● Housing 
● Business and 

Economic 
Development

A Mobility 
Network for All

● The Bitterroot 
Trail 

● Major Corridors 
● Key 

Connections 
● Supporting 

Street Network 
● Parking  

Streets and Trails 
as the Heart of 
Public Space

● The Bitterroot Trail
● Regional 

Destinations 
● Neighborhood 

Parks 



Guidance for Discussion:
● Facilitators will pose questions and 

take notes to capture your feedback
● Maps are available at each table for 

reference and drawing out your 
ideas! 

● Use the precedent images provided 
to help visualize what Midtown could 
look like in the future.

● You will have an opportunity to 
share your group’s ideas during the 
wrap-up portion of the workshop.

Plan Alternatives / Small-Group Exercise


